Revelation 4
– From Him who Loves Us

Proprietary

Island of Patmos
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Focusing on the
Future

• If Jesus were to
write a letter to
your church, what
would he condemn
or commend?
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Letters to the Churches–
The Things That Are
• Letters to 7 churches on
the roman postal route – in
order
• Could loosely correspond
to “Church Ages”
• Five of these churches
rebuked for tolerating sin
• Modern churches can have
a mixture of these
characteristics, good and bad
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Patterns of the Letters
to the Churches
A greeting: ‘To the angel of the church in
…’.
A title of the risen Christ, usually taken
from the description in chapter 1.
A section headed ‘I know’, introducing
praise for what is good in the church’s
record (not in the case of Laodicea).
A criticism of the church (not in the case
of Smyrna nor Philadelphia).
A warning.
An exhortation beginning, ‘He who has an
ear …’.
A promise beginning with something like
‘To him who overcomes I will give …’.
In the last four letters the order of 6 and 7 is
reversed.
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Revelation

The Church of Laodicea
14 “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of God’s creation.
15 “ ‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot.
Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So,
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I
will spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am
rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not
realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind,
and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold
refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white
garments so that you may clothe yourself and the
shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve
to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. 19 Those
whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous
and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock.
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will
come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.
21 The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with
me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down
with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ ”

7 “Ask, and it will be given to
you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to
you. 8 For everyone who asks
receives, and he who seeks
finds, and to him who knocks it
will be opened.

Q&A

Q: What things did Jesus condemn?
A. Being lukewarm, not hot or cold; pride; thinking
they were self-sufficient. Not realizing they are
pitiable, poor, blind, and naked
Q: What things did Jesus commend?
A. Nothing!!!
Q: What is Jesus’ response to the lukewarm?
A: He vomits them from His mouth. It makes him
wretch!

Q: What does Jesus command them to do?
A Be zealous; Repent; Welcome discipline; Open your
heart to Jesus
Q: What does sitting on the throne with Jesus
mean?
A: We will reign and rule with Jesus
Q: How does Mathew 7:7 contrast with v.20?
A: Direction of the knock; could be indicative of the
church in general

Jesus’ Dire
Warning
Mathew 7
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21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day
many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in your name, and cast our
demons in your name, and do many
mighty words in your name? 23 And
then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew
you, depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness.’
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The Rapture
1 Thessalonians 4 –
15 For this we say to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are
alive and remain until the coming of
the Lord will by no means precede
those who are asleep. 16 For the
Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who
are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus
we shall always be with the Lord.
18 Therefore comfort one another
with these words.
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Next Up
What Is To Be…
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